The availability of psychosocial interventions to children with cancer and their families.
Awareness of the need for and efficacy of psychosocial services for pediatric oncology patients and their families has increased greatly in the last decade. However, it is currently unknown to what extent these services are available. Therefore, a national survey of pediatric oncologists was conducted to determine the availability of the following services: psychological/psychiatric and social work consultation, support groups for patients and family members, nonpharmacological pain and anxiety management, and nonpharmacological treatment of anticipatory emesis. Results suggest that most centers offer social work consultation and support groups to parents. Fewer support groups are offered to patients and even fewer nonpharmacological services to assist patients in coping with anticipatory nausea and pain are offered. Results are discussed in terms of the pattern of service delivery and cost-effectiveness.